Hilaire Sobers

Salutations

Thank you for invitation; greetings from Commissioner Margarette May Macaualay, Rapporteur on the Rights of People of African Descent and Against Racism – IACHR.
Introduction

For those who may not know – IACHR is autonomous organ within the OAS – charged with protecting, promoting, and monitoring human rights of 35 Member States in the western hemisphere – the Americas.

One of the tools of IACHR is thematic rapporteurships of which the Rapporteurship on Racism is one of ten.   Just this year, the IACHR upgraded its Unit on Economic Social and Cultural Rights to a full-fledged Special Rapporteurship in keeping with our broad mandate to serve the diversity of States/Peoples in the Americas.  
In my brief talk I want to share with you an institutional and regional perspective on ESCR and the theme of Development in North America.   It is well documented that the ESCR of Afro-descendants in the Americas, including North America are significantly under-served.   The WGEPAD has been instrumental in documenting this status quo recently – with its visits to USA and Canada in 2016.  The IACHR has also done significant documentation of the status quo – for example by its preliminary report on poverty – 2016.  The Rapporteurship has specifically drawn attention to the Situation of Human Rights of Afro-descendants in the Americas – by various means including its seminal thematic report of 2011.  More recently, the Rapporteurship has used hearings as a means of bringing attention to critical issues – such as the right to water, criminal justice and race, access to education.   The last such hearing was held in April 2016 which focused specifically on the right to water in the USA.
Philosophical context/considerations
Nature of development - as it relates to North America has to be reparative - as it relates to Afro-descendants.  Development is linked to/reflective of “Recognition” and “Justice”.   Development, Recognition and Justice are three sides of an equilateral triangle.   

Irony/paradox - North America comprises countries that are among the most advanced in the world - but home to some of the most chronic underdevelopment as it relates to minorities/people of African descent.  

According to Amartya Sen, the task of development thus is two-fold: 
(1) One focuses on the process of diminishing the conditions that obstruct the unimpeded exercise of pursuing the life one chooses to live, and

(2) the other focuses on the opportunities of augmenting the variety of choices to allow one the freedom to actually choose.

ESCR collides with capitalist orthodoxy that is favored in North America, particularly the USA.
Preliminary Poverty Report

According to official figures for the United States, 14.8 percent of the population (46.7 million) in 2014 lived in poverty, with no significant changes since 2006 (pg. 256). In fact, poverty hit 14.5 percent in 2013 (pg. 322). Similarly, 13.5 percent of Canada’s population (4.6 million) was living on low income in 2013, i.e. total household income was less than half of the median family income.
 [Refer to WGEPAD 2016 report on USA - “Racial discrimination continues to be systemic and rooted in an economic model that denies development to the poorest African-Americans”.  [para 43].
WGEPAD Report on USA visit - January 2016

43. The cumulative impact of racially motivated discrimination faced by African Americans in the enjoyment of their rights to education, health, housing and employment, among other economic, social, cultural and environmental rights, has had serious consequences for their overall well-being. Racial discrimination continues to be systemic and rooted in an economic model that denies development to the poorest African American communities. More than 10 million (26 per cent) of African Americans remain mired in poverty, and of that figure, almost half (12 per cent) live in what is known as “deep poverty”.40
WGEPAD Report on Canada visit - October  2016

54. Reports have indicated a pattern of steady decline in the economic situation and increasing poverty of African Canadians. One report states that the poverty rate among Black Canadians is more than three times the average for Whites. In 2000, one in two African Canadian children lived below the low income cut-off rate before taxes, compared to one in 10 for European Canadians. Furthermore, poverty among single-parent, mother- led families stood at 65 per cent for African Canadian families compared to 26 per cent for European Canadian families. African Canadians in Montreal, Quebec, have the highest poverty rates among all “visible minorities” in the city. Approximately 50 per cent of the Black Canadian population are categorized as low income, with that number jumping to 65 per cent for new Black immigrants.26
Institutional machinery to address/deal with ESCR at the OAS/IACHR

OAS has enshrined ESCR and/or development in a number of instruments including:

Charter

 Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man

American Convention on Human Rights

Protocol of San Salvador to American Convention

Belem do Para Convention

Inter American Convention Against Racism.  Latter Convention just came into force - November 11.  

Article 4 (of Inter American Convention Against Racism)

The states undertake to prevent, eliminate, prohibit, and punish, in accordance with their

constitutional norms and the provisions of this Convention, all acts and manifestations of racism,

racial discrimination, and related forms of intolerance, including:

xii. Denying access to any social, economic, and cultural rights, based on any of the criteria set forth in Article 1.1 of this Convention.
What is the IACHR/Rapporteurship doing to advance the agenda of ESCR/development - for Afro-descendants in North America?

•
Preliminary Poverty Report - 2016

•
Hearings - one on right to water in US (as mentioned above)
•
OAS Program of Action for Decade

•
Report on Extractive industries - indigenous and afro descendants

•
Thematic report - Situation of People of African Descent in the Americas - 2011

•
Creation of Special Rapporteurship on Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights - 2017
Conclusion
-

